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D
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&
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chology, marketing and law. Continued on page 39,.
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JOIN AN IMPORTANT NEW ASA SECTION!

A new American Sociological Association section on "Altruism and Social Solidarity” is now in formation. The|sgction
focuses attention on phenomena such as generosity, altruism, forgiveness, unlimited love, philanthropy, intgrgjoup co-
operation, and universalizing solidarity. Please consider joining us to participate in the activities and to work joward
realizing the goals set forth in our Mission Statement.

How To Join We need you to join Business Meeting at ASA

The ASA website is our section before Our Business Meeting is on
www.asanet.org. From ther

g0 to "Membership Informa-. € Pptember 30, 2010! Monday, August 16, from 2:30
tion," then "Join or Renew, to 4:10.
and finally °Join a Section.! | Vjisit Our Section Homepage || |f you will be in Atlanta for the

We are third on the list of ASA meetin lease trv 1o af
Our Section Homepage is http:// 9. P y

sections: "Altruism and So
cial Solidarity (47)." Check t www.csun.edu/~hbsoc126/ Copies of the tend.
Section Newsletter, Volume 1, Numbers

join the section, then go
Payment,” which is only $3. 1 5142, are available on the Homepage.

(o)

(@)

Mark Your Calendars!
Session for 2011 American Sociological Association Meetings In Chicag

O

Title: "Current Perspectives on Altruism and Social Solidarity."

Topic Index: altruism and social solidarity

Organizer and Presider: Vincent Jeffries, California State
University, Northridge.

Presenters:

"Civil and Uncivil Solidarities." Jeffrey C. Alexander.

YaleUniversity.

"Beyond SeHinterest and Altruism: Care as Mutual Nourishment." Paul G. Schervish.

Boston College.

"Russian Solidarism: Past and Present." Dmitry Efremenko.

Institute for Scientific Information on Social Sciences, Russian Academy of Sciences.
"Cultural Models and Altruism." Stephen Vaisey.

University of California, Berkeley.

"Empirical Research on Altruism and Generosity." Christian Smith.

University of Notre Dame.

Discussant: Edward A. Tiryakian.

Duke University.

Papers in this session examine current research and theoretical development in the study ¢f gltruism
and social solidarity. In the most general sense, this subject matter consists of intentions and actiohsjthat ar
intended to benefit the welfare of others. Examples are generosity, benevolence, philanthropy, iptgrgroup
cooperation, and universalizing solidarity. Such phenomena span thenmaicro continuum, ranging from
individuals, to forms of interaction, to organizations, to the global system. This section introduces {j{m study
of altruism and social solidarity as a distinct field of sociological practice. The comprehensive natufe and
diversity of this field is reflected in the papers.
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MISSION STATEMENT:
ALTRUISM AND SOCIAL SOLIDARITY SECTION

The purpose of the section is to promote theoretical development and empirical research pertaining to

altruism and social solidarity. In the broadest sense, this subject matter consists of activities intended
the welfare of others. These activities span the am@oro continuum, from individual, to interpersonal, t

organizational, to global, in all their forms and processes. Attention is given to the cultural and structurgl

sources of altruism and social solidarity, and both their anticipated and unanticipated consequences.

(@)

benef

In today's world beset with individual and intergroup discord and violence, the intrinsic scientifiq, pol-

icy, and public relevance of this subject in helping the human community to construct "good societie

"is un-

questionable. The work of the section promotes understanding of the conditions necessary for a brogd visio

of the common good that includes all individuals and groups.

Section activities are directed towards establishing the discipline of sociology in the forefront of theo-
retical development and empirical testing in this essential interdisciplinary area of scientific investipation.

These activities include the following: to provide for periodic regular exchanges of information at the

nnual

Meeting of the American Sociological Association; to formally recognize outstanding theoretical, empirical,

and applied work in the field of altruism and social solidarity through annual awards; and to link wit
scientific groups working on psychological, cultural, and genetic aspects of altruism and solidarity.
In doing so we seek to develop and augment a community of scholars dedicated to the stud

i other

pf altru

y
ism and social solidarity; to provide an ongoing social context and support system for efforts to gainjgreatel
e

knowledge and understanding of the nature, sources, and effects of altruism and social solidarity; to

ncourag

the investigation of the policy implications of this knowledge; and to facilitate the dissemination of infprma-

tion to publics regarding aspects of altruism and social solidarity that will benefit individual lives and
cial organization of modern society.

OUR CALLING AND OUR CHALLENGE

Vincent Jeffries, Acting Chairperson. Sectinri-ormation on Altruism and Social Solidarity

the so-

Our section has a unique opportunity to advance important and timely knowledge and undersjanding
We are seeking to place the study of goodness, caring, love, and solidarity in the center of sociologigal prac

tice. Our section on altruism and social solidarity is devoted to the study of a very basic and necess

Y SOCiIC

logical phenomenon: intentions and actions directed toward the welfare of others, whether the agentt be ind

viduals or groups. Think about it' Many of the positive aspects of life, such aatisfactory family life, op
portunities for people to develop their talents and capabilities, an absence of destructive conflict and

xploita

tion - depend in large part on this intent and action. It can be manifested in sociocultural systems that fange o
a continuum from the smallest unit of two people to the global society. This scientific endeavor has thg¢ poten:

tial to produce policy and public sociologies that will be viable, creative, and socially relevant.

To form a scholarly community and accomplish these ends we need a social base. The sectionlon al-

truism and social solidarity provides the most suitable locus for our endeavors. We have made some

drogres:

in building our section since the last issue of the Newsletter in the fall of 2009. We now have a webpade for
the section: http://www.csun.edu/~hbsoc126/. Please do visit it, and look at the documents that are avgilable

there. They give a good overview of the purposes and activities of our section to this date. There you
our Mission Statement, a leaflet "Invitation to Join," copies of our Newsletter, and our proposal to the
can Sociological Association to found the section: "Altruism and Social Solidarity: Envisioning a Field
Specialization." Continued on page 4...

il find
meri-
It

=%
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OUR CALLING AND OUR CHALLENGE

Continued from page 3|.

The Editor of our informative and comprehensive Newsletter is Matthew Lee, University of Akron.

Our Webmaster is Dominic Little, Sociology Department, California State University, Northridge.

We now face a very important challenge: we must increase our membership in the next few m
insure our development. At the close of the last membership year, September 30, 2009, we had 14C
On July 22, 2010, we had 189 members. This shows good progress in building the section. We do
have a major problem. The American Sociological Association requires 300 members to become
lished section. We are scheduled to meet this goal by September 30th, 2010, which is the end of the

bnths tc
embe
oweve
estak
membe

ship year. It is absolutely essential we increase our membership in the approximately 9 weeks we haye befo

that date. Membership must be for 2010 to help us meet our deadline. For those who already belon
for this year, the cost is only $5 and it will take about 5 minutes of time to join.

It is very simple to join the section. The ASA website is www.asanet.org. From there
"Membership Information” then "Join or Renew" then "Join a Section." "Altruism and Social Solidarity
is third on the list of sections. Check to join the section, then go to "Payment” which is $5.

someone's scholarly activities for him\her to join. Many members are working in another field, but beli
study of altruism and social solidarity is important, and therefore become members of the section. Al
come and the support of simply joining is appreciated.

It is important to stress that the study of altruism and social solidarity does not need to be the Evcus ol

to AS,

Jo to
l(47)"

ve the
re wel-

To meet the deadline of September 30, 2010 for membership of 300, we need to have a maksive re

cruiting effort. | hope everyone will consider doing something. Here are some ways to go about it.

(1) The Newsletter is an excellent recruiting medium. It clearly shows the dynamism, productiv iMy, and

comprehensive nature of our section. Consider sending it to people you know, along with a personal i
to join.
(2) Our "Invitation to Join" leaflet has a copy of our Mission Statement, the address of our

and information on how to join the section. This is another document that can be sent to people y
along with a personal invitation to join.

(3) If you belong to any other sections or professional associations, you can ask the Chairpers
culate a copy of our "Invitation to Join" and/or our Newsletter along with an invitation to join

vitatior

bsite,
know

n to cir

(4) If you are going to the ASA Meetings in Atlanta in August, please take some copies of our [nateri-

als with you and talk to some people about joining our section.

Finally, for those who are going to the ASA Meetings in Atlanta, please be sure to attend our B
Meeting, It is scheduled for 2:3010 (14301610) on Monday, August 16th.

ISiness
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From the Editor
Matthew T. Lee, University of Akron

| am most pleased to introduce what very well may be a ressdtohg ASA section newsletter. | do not
recall any other Section producing forty seven pages for a single issue. But beyond such quantitati
fles, the real issue is quality. | am grateful for the truly remarkable content that was produced by t
tributors to this issue, which is our third. As editor | had the impossible task of determining which
to Afeatureo in the first few pages. | was

e tri-
con-
icles

0t

also decided to use the Table of Contents on page 1 to draw attention to articles that appear later ir] the is-
sue. There was not enough room to direct readers to every article, so make sure you look at all thejpages

carefully so that you do not miss anything.

Please pay special attention to the article by Vincent Jeffrieson pdgest3i t | ed A Our
Chall enge. 0 As he notes, we must have at |

focus of our Section, a number of our current members have engaged in a little altruism of their o
helped subsidize the membership fee for graduate students to join our section (only $5 if they are
members of ASA).

| am particularly happy with the diversity of thought represented in this issue. From provocative critjques

(see Paula Englandds AUnusual Proposal 6 on
in favor of Amutual aidodo on page 12), to ar
hi storical article on Russian populists, as

Network, both on page 1), it is clear that Section members are involved in a wide variety of scholarl
jects. Itis my hope that this newsletter, and the Section more generally, will help members engag
| aborative projects with others and | earn f

Special thanks are due to Vincent Jeffries, Acting Chairperson of our Section, and my wife Joann
their enormous help with the production of this newsletter. To return to the theme of the essay b
Williams, this newsletter is a great example of the advantages of solidarity and mutual aid among

age
Ii cl
w e |
pro-
Iin col-
om

or
ana
uals.
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Research on Religion and Prosocial Behavior
Ashley Harrell, University of South Carolina

My thesis research investigates the impact of certain types of religious cognitions on prosoci
havior. Researchers have long argued that religion increases prosocial behavior, and recent resear
priming techniques seem to show that religion drives prosociBlitying religious concepts, or making
them salient to participants in the lab (i.e., by having them complete a puzzle containing some reli
words), has been shown to increase behaviors including honesty (RaBéolgland Nielsen 2007) and
generosity (Shariff and Norenzayan 2007).

Continued on page 22...

Exploring the Scope and Sources of Ethical Apparel Consumption
lan Robinson, University of Michigan
Rachel Meyer, Harvard University
Howard Kimeldorf, University of Michigan

| be-
Ch usin

pus

We have spent the past few years exploring the character of ethical apparel consumption in jhe

United States. Initially, our f oefuseewa spthavislel
products made by workers laboring in a context of good wages and working conditions. We wante

know what share of U.S. apparel consumers cared enough about how their clothing was made to p
(or make other kinds dfr eeac raipfpiaced). t o Wec quwui

to source fromswedtr ee producer s. The Ascopeo of eth
tance to this movement because if there are a lot of wariklveafree consumers, demand should be s
ficient to enable many factories to shift from sweated to stweatproduction while maintaining or even
expanding current sales levels. This would make it much easier to create a profitablecensgiply
chain (Robinson 2007). Continued on page 25...

Lessons Learned in Prison: What Altruistic Beliefs Reveal
Jane Emery Prather, Adjunct, Marymount Manhattan College

Emeritus Professor, California State University, Northridge

When | tell people Idm a volunteer instru
ity, a womené6és maximum security prison,

or the positiOng. nlyheGonde g attoiw eccanii y ouo doelvsarad tiy

a | ittThe | maBhAdi e :flant asti c, tThanegatmerssponde,en g

cft ss
to
y more

reg t
text of a growing antsweatshop movement that was urging major clothing brands as well as universlties

cal

if-

lcto

I
tAY
re

opinion, reveals attitudes that inmates are always dangerous, that prison serves for punishment and that

politically leaders shouldot be soft on crime. In short, they view my work as ridiculous. On the othe
hand, the positive comments point to a belief in altrdighmt by teaching prisoners | am giving some-

Py

thing special to them and in turn being rewarded. Those recognizing my teaching as altruistic are ruost
r

likely to perceive prisoners as humans who deserve a second change, to view prison as being for
tion, and would most likely support political candidates who favor prison reform. Thus, identifying 0
porting altruistic acts reveals oneb6s belietf
regarding the role of society to provide safety nets for its members.

—

Continued on page 28...
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$1.4 Million Awarded for Scientific Research into Generosity

This spring the UnScieneaofGeheyosity [hitiatNe awarded 1. |m
million to four research projects that will study the origins, manifestations and consequences |of

erosity. The winning projects were chosen from among 325 proposals by scholars in 32 couritrie

6s
gen-

s and

numerous disciplines. "These four projects rose through a highly competitive evaluation procgsqgto

the top of the list. They were the most scientifically rigorous research endeavors headed by tpp

ars, the findings of which hold the most promise for advancing our scientific understanding of ge

schol-

ner-

osity, o0 said Christian Smith, Notre Dame |pfgof e

tive.

Current studies of generosity come from many different and often disconnected discip

and focus on various terms, such as philanthropy, volunteerism and altruism. Established in 20(

with a $5 million grant from the John Temp

Initiative brings together the often disconnected and diverse approaches to generosity studiep ir

to study generosity in all its forms.

Two of the projects will examine how generosity originates and spreads within social get-

tings. James Andreoni , a behavioral economist at the University of California San Diego, wap

awarded $250,000 to study the relationship between charitable donors and recipients, with a|foc
how empathy affects charitable donation. His project challenges economic approaches that tenc

see generosity as a function of individual $etérest; he hypothesizes, instead, that generosity

emerges from within social situations and must be understood as inherently social. Andreoni|hag

done extensive work on the economics of charitable and philanthropic giving, andksevetl for

ne

let o
order

Jus on

to

his researchl owmo tdfef davtartmhat accompanies ¢HRari

Harvard University sociologist and physician Nicholas Christakis was awarded $396,447

explore how generosity spreads beyond the donor/recipient relationship and creates what he| cajls

Acascadeso of generosity within social neit

people in the worldo in 2009, Christakis |b

and biologists who have begun to understand generosity as fundamental to the formation ang o

tion of social networks. Christakis recentlygasit hor ed A Connected: Thhe Su

Social Networks antlow They Shape Our LiveqLittle, Brown, and Company 2009).
The other two projects focus on the causes of generosity within families and religions.

Continued o)
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$1.4 Million Awarded for Scientific Research into GenerosityContinued from previous dage

Hebrew University psychol ogist Ari el Knalffjo w
of Kindness and Generosity, o0 which ai msdgeneticlulnde
and familial processésl eads t o a generous disposition i|nl ch
nary work on the genetics of generosity was featured in a BBC Health report; in April 2009 his mgsfjre-

cent work on generosity was featured on W<@tdence.net.

The causes of generosity are also at the heart of a proposed project by Carolyn Warner, a|pglitical
scientist at Arizona State, who was awarded| |$36
stitutions in Generosity.o By |l ooking at holw] Ca
ents, Warner hopes to determine which religious concepts, beliefs and practices foster generosity. $he

ious

also asks whether or not the causes of generosity vary across religious traditions, and whether regl
traditions encourage generosity toward outsiders, or tend to favor their own. Warner teaches at Arijona
State University where she is affiliated with the Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict.

For more information about the Science of Generosity go to generosityresearch.nd.edu.

Contact: JP Shortall, Communication Specialist, Science of Generosity, (55953 Dr jshor-
tal@nd.edu.

An Unusual Proposal to Increase Care in Society and to Increase Gender Inequality
Paula England, Stanford University

On several dimensions, women, more than men, manifest behavior we might classify as altrdistic
or solidaristic: entering care occupations that involve helping others, taking primary responsibility [faf nur-
turing children, and disinclination to bargain selfierestedly against the interest of the other. Unfortu
nately for gender equality, all three of these things lead to lower pay. Care work pays less well thar other
work even net of educational requirements, as some of my research with Michelle Budig and Nancyj Fol-
bre has shown. Being a mother | owers women|0fs e
others (whether for pay or outside of paid work) has social benefits that transcend the specific recgipjent of
care. For example, a child who learns to read and to get along with others from a parent or teacherfgrows
up to be more productive, less likely to commit crime. He or she grows up to be a better friend, spause, or
parent by virtue of the work of this parent or teacher. Given these positive externalities from caringIr al-

vhEn
I

truistic behavior, public policy should seek to increase the supply of such altruistic behavior. But v

some are more altruistic than others, the alftru
altruism is a questionable policy goal as the disproportionate participation of women in altruistic rolgs is
already a source of gender inequality; in flalct,
equality. Perhaps the best approach is to [rjai s

ism, while simultaneously decreasing gender inequality.
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Books of Interest

Social Entrepreneurship for Dummielsy Mark Durieux and Robert A. Stebbins

This book provides a road map for setting up-paoofit and forprofit social enterprises. An-

chored in sociological theory, particularly that bearing on leisure, voluntary action, and formal ar d

informal organization, it takes the reader through the multitude of steps necessary to set up

and run a

social enterprise. There are chapters on building public compassion, m»-

tivating entrepreneurs and those they work with, initial planning, an

)

finding funds. Other chapters examine how to market a social enterpris 3,
network with relevant individuals and organizations, work with the me-

dia, and develop and maintain bureaucracy at an efficient and agre

cab 2

level. There is also a discussion of formally organizing and incorpornatin )

such a group and how to manage and lead it in this form.

A certain tension is evident throughout the book, expressed
whether to start and continue as a-poofit or to start as a neprofit

n

(almost always the way social enterprises begin) and later switch tg for

profit status. This tension reflects the culture of capitalist societies,
where enterprises are commonly seen as a way to make money, w

nere as

nonprofit charities are established to deal with a range of social problems some of them caysec , in

part, by profitseeking entities. The tension also issues from the limits of altruism as channell
through public compassion, where altruism squares off against the need to make money to
enterprise running and the need of the entrepreneur to make a living, be it passable, comfor|
opulent. Because this book is a mandaln application of sociological theory and researchis

ed
kee| the
tabl 3, or

dual tension is, for the most part, only alluded to. Nevertheless many a reader will feel it and ha' e to
come to grips with it in deciding to fAprofit

trying to solve a social problem.

Mark B. Durieuxis an applied and clinical sociologist who teaches and consults widely on the
tice of social entrepreneurship.

Robert A. Stebbins faculty professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Cal
Among his many books aerious Leisure: A Perspective for Our TiarelPersonal Decisions ir
the Public Square: Beyond Problem into a Positive Sociology

 pré c-

jary

Arnold Dashefskyhas || Arnold Dashefsky, professor of sociology at
co-authoredCharitable | |the University of Connecticut, was invested
Choices: Philanthropic | |the inaugural holder of the Doris and Simon

the American Jewish  |ture ceremony on April 3, 2009. For more in
Communitywith Ber- formation and a podcast by the new chair
nard Lazerwitz, pub- holder:http://www.clas.uconn.edu/

lished by Lexington facultysnapshots/view.php?id=dashefskio-
Books (Lanham, MD  |tos of the ceremony are available at the CL
2009). website http://clas.uconn.edu/news/

news 2009 03 31_photos.htm
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Decisions of Donors in | Konover Chair of Judaic Studies at an investi-




